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COVIDIEN EDUCATIONAL FUND

Promoting FLS Education

2011-2013 Extension

Overview
Through a generous multi-year gift, Covidien is helping prepare laparoscopic surgeons by enabling qualified general surgery residency training programs to access the Fundamentals of Laparoscopic Surgery (FLS) Program. Graduating surgical residents in ACGME-accredited surgical residency programs within the U.S. and Canada can prepare for the FLS Exam and ultimately become FLS certified through educational support from this fund. The original grant period was 2008-2010.  A one-year extension for chief residents for calendar year 2011 was awarded. For 2012 and 2013, Covidien has agreed to help fund FLS for chief residents, in conjunction with “co-pays” from each residency program.

Which programs are eligible? 

U.S. general surgery residency programs are eligible to apply for the Covidien Educational Fund award if accredited by the appropriate Residential Review Committee of the ACGME.  Canadian general surgery residency programs are eligible to apply for the educational award if accredited by the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada.  

What does the grant extension award include?
During academic years 2012 and 2013, eligible surgical residency training programs participating in the Covidien Educational Fund may renew (each year separately) upon paying a $100 per resident “co-pay”.  Once payment has been received, an educational packet will be sent to the residency program via first class mail within 5-7 business days, which will include testing vouchers and online log in information for the didactic materials.  The number of vouchers/user accounts distributed to each program will be determined by the amount of approved (PGY5) chief resident positions, as listed on www.ACGME.org.

Which residents are eligible to use the Covidien-funded materials/vouchers?
Covidien-funded testing vouchers and didactic materials may be used for general surgery residents in each program, at any level.  If additional vouchers/materials are needed above the amount covered by the Covidien Fund, they may be purchased by downloading the order form available at www.flsprogram.org.  

How do we renew our program for the Covidien Educational Fund 2012 and 2013 extension awards?

All eligible programs will be sent a link to the online application form in an email.  Contact the FLS program at 310-437-0544, ext. 137 to request the email.  

Separate instructions for renewal for the 2013 calendar year will be issued at a later date. 

When will the 2012 Fund extension be available and when are the testing vouchers in effect?
Programs will be eligible to renew for the 2012 calendar year Covidien Fund award beginning July 2011 until March 31, 2012. Each voucher has an expiration date printed on it and cannot be redeemed for the exam after that date.  There will be no grace period or extension of the expiration date for vouchers issued for the extension of the Covidien Fund.  The expiration date will be 18 months from date of renewal application. Vouchers distributed through the Covidien Fund may be used by any level general surgery residents.

When will the 2013 Fund extension be available and when are the testing vouchers in effect?
Programs will be eligible to renew for the 2013 calendar year Covidien Fund award beginning July 2012 until December 31, 2012. Each voucher has an expiration date printed on it, and cannot be redeemed for the exam after that date.  There will be no grace period or extension of the expiration date for vouchers issued for the final two years of the Covidien Fund. The expiration date will be December 31, 2013, regardless of date of application. Vouchers distributed through the Covidien Fund may be used by any level general surgery residents.

How will my program submit payment information?

Payment information will be collected on the 2012 online submission form.  The FLS program staff will be happy to work with each program to assist with payment processing.

What type of payment will be accepted?

Payment can be made by credit card (VISA, MasterCard, Amex) or by Check.  NO FLS MATERIALS WILL BE RELEASED UNTIL PAYMENT HAS BEEN RECEIVED!  The entire amount due will be listed on the renewal form. The entire amount is due in one single payment, as FLS cannot accept partial payments.  Payment will be considered outstanding if not received within 30 days of submission of the renewal form.  Please be advised that programs may collect monies from residents individually if needed to cover the co-pay for residents, but it must be paid to FLS by the program itself in one single payment.  

What if my program has to submit a Purchase Order before payment can be made?

There will be an option to select PO in the “type of payment” section of the 2012 online submission form.  If PO is selected, the FLS program will send an Invoice for payment.  FLS Materials will not be released until payment has been received.  The FLS Program staff is available to answer individual program questions and discuss payment options and procedures.  Please contact 310-437-0544, ext. 137 for assistance.


IMPORTANT DATES:

Covidien Fund extension period – calendar years 2011-2013
Academic Year 2012: application process open from July 1, 2011 – March 31, 2012

Vouchers expire 18 months from date of application.   NO “grace period” or expiration extension permitted.

Academic Year 2013: application process open from July 1, 2012 – December 31, 2012

Vouchers expire December 31, 2013, regardless of date of application.   NO “grace period” or expiration extension permitted.
What is FLS? 

The FLS program is a SAGES-ACS jointly sponsored educational module and assessment tool designed to teach the fundamental knowledge, judgment and technical skills required in basic laparoscopic surgery.  Learning and applying these fundamentals will help ensure a minimal standard of care for patients undergoing laparoscopic surgery. FLS also offers a proctored exam that gives surgical residents and fellows the opportunity to assess and document those skills.  

What is contained in the Study Guide?

The Covidien Educational Fund includes online access to the study guide for the equivalent number of users as vouchers issued.  The Study Guide consists of a four-module presentation of didactic content with interactive patient scenarios and one module of “watch & do” exercises that focuses on manual skills training. If your program wants to extend online access to faculty and other residents, additional user accounts are available for purchase.  

What is a testing voucher? 

A testing voucher is the “admittance ticket” needed in order to take the FLS exam. Vouchers are stamped with a unique identification number and can be redeemed one time only.  If a test candidate does not pass either section (cognitive or skills) of the exam, they must pay a re-test fee to purchase a re-test voucher and retake the part of the exam not successfully completed. The retest fee is not covered by the Covidien Educational Fund.  Additional materials/vouchers and re-test vouchers may be purchased by downloading the order form available at www.flsprogram.org.

What is the FLS Exam?

The FLS Exam consists of a computer-based cognitive assessment and a performance-based manual skills assessment. Those who successfully complete both the didactic and manual skills assessment components will have demonstrated the knowledge, judgment and technical skills fundamental to the performance of basic laparoscopic surgery.

Where can the FLS Exam be taken?

The exam may be scheduled at a FLS Regional Test Center, at the Annual SAGES Meeting or during the annual ACS Clinical Congress. In limited circumstances, FLS field representatives also travel to non-Test Center sites in order to proctor the FLS test if the site is eligible for an on-site testing visit through the Covidien Fund extension. For a listing of test centers, test registration instructions, and on-site testing visit requirements, visit www.flsprogram.org.     

What will my institution need to provide to use the FLS program?

Computers with Windows 98, 2000 or XP, Pentium 3 or higher, 500 Mhz processor; sound card; internet access: dsl or cable; RAM 128 MB or greater, Hard Drive: minimum 500 MB available space; Internet Explorer 6.0 or higher, speakers or headphones

Trainer Box - 90-240v AC, 50- 60 Hz power source; a monitor with a NTSC composite (RCA) video connection with accessories (foam, gauze, penrose drains, suture block, dexterity block, clip)

Surgical equipment - two Maryland dissectors, 1 grasper with locking handle; knot pushers (open or closed); endoscopic scissors; two needle drivers; two low-profile trocars

“Disposables” – endoloops; sutures 90 to 120 cm in length, 2-0 taper/curved needle, sofsilk  

How long does it take to get FLS exam results?

FLS test results normally are processed and mailed within 3-4 weeks of the test date.   In order to assure test results are received in sufficient time to accompany the application submission documents, graduating residents must take the FLS exam no later than 5 weeks prior to the annual ABS Board application deadline. FLS test appointments are available throughout the year at over 70 FLS test centers across North America, but spaces fill up quickly.  See www.flsprogram.org for detailed instructions on how to schedule test appointments, or call 310-437-0544, ext. 137 for assistance.

How do I get my exam results?

FLS exam results are mailed to the address listed on the test-taker’s test voucher.  Residency programs are advised to put the mailing address for the residency Program Coordinator or Academic/GME Officer on the voucher as the mailing address.  Upon receipt of the results letter and certificate, the program should retain a copy for the file and then forward to the resident.




IMPORTANT DATES:


Covidien Fund extension period – calendar years 2011-2013


Academic Year 2012: application process open from July 1, 2011 – March 31, 2012


Vouchers expire 18 months from date of application.   NO “grace period” or expiration extension permitted.





Academic Year 2013: application process open from July 1, 2012 – December 31, 2012


Vouchers expire December 31, 2013, regardless of date of application.   NO “grace period” or expiration extension permitted.
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